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LIKE HiS POLISH astrono-
mer namesake. Copernicus.
atias Joseph Smatkowdski, is
a pioneer in his fieid, Though
burdened with the label
avant-garde. he deflies all
musical classification., Staet-
ing in the late "70s with his
so-catled “musical mother
and father.” Larcy Kirwin
ang Pierce Turaer, Coperni-
cus siill remaing a poet at

heart. Ad-libbing against as .~
ayral backdrop that t5 iuself **

spontaneousiy erecied. ke -
Bursts forth with hard-edged
observations o8 the shape of

today’s reality. Music and

hyrics are unrehearsed, mal-
ing each performance

uhique. Genres 106 are ofien
atvariance, from the jaiz- |
funk favor of the title track
i the New Age minimalism |
of “Lies.” 1o the countrified
twang of “The Wanderer.™
The beauty of it ail is that il
works: words asd muei; gel
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