X-Files Adventure in NYC

Warp rapping with Copernicus/Pow Wow with the Montauk Men

By Marshall Barnes
The X-FILES is a Fox network TV
" show (Ch,28 here) that concemns the adven-
tures of a couple of FBI agents assigned 10
cascs on the fringe of consensus reahity:
UFOs. top secret weird -«
cxperiments,  psychic
wackos. eic. Anyone reading
my articies may think I have
had similar experiences.
They would be right. That's
how | [ound myself
emerging from a cab and
confronting the third
temporal anomaly
concerning Copernicus. [
revicwed his ume travelling
CD in the January Free
Press. Someone had the
bright idea that | should
journey 1o New York and
interview him after a show.
| also went to meet the men
behind the Moniauk Project
book series, which I
mentioned in my March
article on the book Arkros.
It scemed fitting since onc
of the men was Peter Moon,
the rescarcher | menuoned
in the Copernicus story.

! hurried w0 bask
momentanty inthe twin biue
lights of an apartment
doorway. Tt had been four years since L was
there, asacred place forme, where 1 used o
sy aficr my nadverient plunge through
the looking glass. The person | knew there
was long gonc. but | still had memorics, yct
litjc 1ime 10 enjoy them. Turning away. |
fixed my gaze on the ironic locaic of my
rendczvous. the Nuyorican Pocts Cale. |
was late.

Copemicus 1s a riveung performer.
Whether he's doing o “nomal”™ ¢ramatic
reading o his “Quantum rcalny” poctry
backed by an cclectic soundurack. When he
starcd past the spodicht and sad. “The
angelis invou”

Ibehicved lim “Take me 1o the higher
REALITY!™

You bet.

*Haven'y I met vou before. Marshall?”

he asked after the show.

“No. I'm sure you haven't” | replicd,

but there was something (amihiar about
him. Hedidn't look quite as puffed upas he

Copernicus. moments before obliteraiing a condescending physicisi

docs on the CD booklet.

We went Lo dinner at Phebe's and dis-
cussed hisearly carecr days and how he got
hts suart. He 1old me of his advenuwures in
Moscow, Berlin, Hanover, and Prague. His
cyes liv up as he recalled being told by o
stage manager in Praguc, “Copermicus!
There's 9.000 Czechs, shouting your
name!” when 1t came ume {or an encorc.

We argucd over quantum reality, he
getung angry and pusiing his long whate

‘hair trom his face. When it was ailover, he

said “You're the only reporter that ['ve
cver walked o that understands me'™

So 1o repay me. he decides 10 take me
onawourofdiceal alter-hour bars in Harlem.
“I'm a god n Harlem!™ he bellowed. He
belicd down another whiskey. “It's not
Michael Jackson who's eoing to show vou

Harlem. It's Copermicus!™ He was right.
Everywhere we went, the parrons catied
him by namc. Middic-age and older Black
people, drinking and panying in hidden
spcakcasics,

Then | reatized why he
looked familiar. I had acrazy,
vague dream a year before 1'd
ever heard of Copemicus.

Al the end this guy wells
me, “Don’t worry. You'll
never remember this.” It was
Copernicus. He was right.

The next day 1 met the
men {rom Montauk. Peter

‘Moon has wntten an intrigu-
ing iwo hook series, detailing
the accounts of the involve-
ment of Preston Nichols, and
Duncan Cameron, in iwo t0p
Secrct government projects,
The first was the Philadelphia
Experiment, the alleged Navy
project that resulted in the in-
: visibility and teleponation of

i the U.S.5. Eldridge in 1943,
The sccond, the Montauk or
Phocnix project, which took
place during the scventies and
early cighties on Montauk
* Long island. | have menuoned

both these projects before.

mostly in the July 1993 issuc.
The Monuuk books detail a secret “black™
government program in mind control and
time wvavel. The quantum physics of tme
uavcl is explained in the March 1994 issue
of Scieniific American. | know them well.
Personally, 1 always wondered what the
tuancls were made of that the travelers
would usc 1o amive at their destinations.
So, aficr a posh brunch in the show room of
a midtownchina and fine glassware whole-
saler, | asked Preston just that, as we all
sciilcd 1n at a high nsc penthouse,

“Well, you sce, that | don't know.” he
said frankly. shaking his head withan apolo-
gene smiic,

| nodded. alrcady famuliar with the ex -
tensive brammwashing that both he and
Duncan had been wnrough,
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